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January 19, 1900 



make an inspection of the bottom of the vessel. Previous to docking 
I thought it wise to make an inspection of the living quarters on the 
dry dock. 

I found that these quarters were decidedly unclean, and while there 
was no sickness, the officer in command of the dock informed me that 
during the year he had a great deal of sickness, necessitating the 
changing of crews on several occasions. It is impossible to decide as to 
the nature of the disease that existed on the dock, as this was the first 
sanitary inspection that has ever been made. I have recommended to 
the captain of the port that these premises on the dock be thoroughly 
disinfected before receiving another vessel, and he has given directions 
so that this will be done, probably within the next few days. 

The Spanish trans- Atlantic Line continues to bring a large number 
of emigrants from Spain and the inspection of these vessels requires a 
great deal of time and the services of three or four medical officers. 
As yet no trace or suspicion of bubonic plague has been found. 

I have to report that the United States transport Burnside left this 
port on the 5th, without bills of health, for Cienfuegos. I immediately 
cabled the medical officer in command at Cienfuegos and also brought 
the matter to the attention of the commander of the port and the 
quartermaster's department for their action in the matter. This vessel 
has left on previous occasions with bills of health and has always con- 
formed to the regulations. I can only explain her action in this matter 
as being the result of carelessness on the part of one of her officers. 

The quartermaster's department has assured me that it will take 
such action as will prevent the repetition of any violation of quaran- 
tine regulations. 

I beg to transmit herewith the usual mortality report for the week. 
Eespectfully, G. M. Guiteras, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Ipclosure.] 
Mortality report for Havana for the week ended January 6, 1900. 
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Smallpox on the steamship Santanderino at Havana. 
[Cablegram.] 

Havana, Cuba, January 16, 1900. 
Steamship Santanderino arrived yesterday with 2 cases of smallpox- 
remanded to Mariel Quarantine. 

Guiteras, Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Note. — This vessel was from Liverpool, December 16, and Vigo, December 29. 



